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Native Agitator 
. Arrested 
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CHARGE BY SPECIAL 
WARRANT. 


a See of women PRINTING WORKS RAIDED 


Oe Whe GOW A tae on Tectay stern 
de river, not for from 
@ jail: friends, neighbours, 
motners , sisters, dayohters, 
Cex workers, fandlords, beev 
brewers, maids: aqainst 
Custom, they swear an cath 
that ontiche Mtv resistance 


4p the Cad African Asso- 
- - 5 Cietion- whotever tt 
Jokes Sexual yidence 
and Slaveyy will be 
aloolishedd - mages 
will be fair. a+ 
cattle will be returned 
dy Africans. Horr tuku 
will be free. WEMaill 
be free: wana WO 
Oo AL MWWEAQ 
Takwoive egegeautvel 


When people wént.and were put 

in jail, that is whenMuthoni and 
her (one oy going 
tothe jail [---]There is nothing «<< 
re Wi pened because ba 
had gone, they were naked, they 
were just»shot: They were seeing 
those were policemen who e 
refusing them to go: But the » 
women wanted to show that they ~ 
were able because this country was 
theirs and.they were not afraid: 
—ruth wangari wa thung’ ull ~ 


Zafrania Faraj was born around 
7970 in Mji wa Mombasa, the il- 
legitimate daughter of a_Kipsi- : 
Bey, Both she and-her™ 
mother Were converted to Islam 
by Faraj,_a Nubian: Zafrania’s 
mother was so successful that 

she was able to build a house in 
Pumwani and to buy four/oth-~* 
ers —two in Mombasa and two 

in Kericho: Zafrania inherited all 
these on her mother’s death —~™~ 


THEY TAUGHT USHOWTO 
LIVE TOGETHER ASKENYANS 


by keguro 


By 1911 Nairobi had approximately 10,000 
black residents, with about 8,000 men and 
1,300 women, the rest being children." 
Urban-based women sold petty goods and 
provided intimate services—including 
cooking meals and washing clothing—to 
men of all races and ethnicities. Because 
these women lived without the protec- 


tions of husbands and fathers and broth- 
ers, and provided a range of intimate 
services, they were described as urban 
prostitutes. Today we would call them 
sex workers. 


Historical studies by Janet Bujra and 
Luise White have demonstrated the cen- 
tral role sex workers in Nairobi played 
in creating important networks of affil- 
iation that re-defined gender relations, 
ethnic alliances, and kinship formations. 
lv] Ror instance, older urban women 
would choose younger women who were 
not blood relatives as their heirs. As they 
did so, they transformed the relationship 
between property ownership and kin- 
ship. First, they demonstrated that it was 
possible for women to leave their prop- 
erty to other women, challenging the 
patriarchal illusion that men are the only 
ones who can own and distribute wealth. 
Second, by choosing to share their goods 
with women who were not blood rela- 
tives, urban sex workers helped create 
practices of Kenyan-ness that were based 
on respecting and valuing non-blood 


relatives. Indeed, these early sex work- 
ers model for us how to live together in 
a multi-ethnic and multi-racial Kenya 
where we value strangers and friends as 
much as we do family. 


As urban sex workers interacted with a 
range of men of various ethnicities and 
races, they created important paradigms 
for how Kenyans can live together in 
practical and intimate ways. These com- 
munities of women practiced forms of 
intimate hospitality that can teach us how 
to share intimate spaces—our homes, our 
public spaces, our regional homelands. 
Such sharing is always a risk, of course. 

It is dangerous to open our homes and 
hearts and to share our bodies with each 
other in intimate spaces; but it’s even 
more dangerous to close ourselves in 
within high walls of ethnicity and gender 
and religion and sexuality and class. 


Perhaps most significantly, Nairobi’s ear- 
ly sex workers teach us that, in Lauren 
Berlant’s words, “intimacy builds worlds.” 
While it would be easy to dismiss these 


women as only working within confined 
spaces, it’s more accurate to claim that 
they built strong networks of support and 
care among themselves and also created 
strong public foundations for cross-class, 
multi-ethnic, and multi-racial coalitions. 
These women, our mothers, taught us how 
to live together as Kenyans. 


“lIterview with Cora Ann Presley, “Labour Unrest 
one Kikuyu Women in Colonial Kenya” 
“First Woman interview in Leigh Brownhill, 
Land, Food, Freedom: Struggles for the Gendered 
ne in Kenya, 1870-2007 
(Political Record Book Nairobi District, 1910- 
1914, PC/CP.1/8/1, KNA. I offer conservative 
approximates. The records distinguish between 
Somalis, Native Africans, Alien Africans, and “Mis- 
cellaneous.’ I give figures for Native Africans. The 
1911 census is the first that breaks down popula- 
tion by gender. 
Janet M. Bujra, “Women ‘Entrepreneurs’ of Early 
Nairobi,” and Luise White, The Comforts of Home: 
Prostitution in Colonial Nairobi 


***compiled and designed by ndOOta. extra special 
thanks to nish of flood tide zines for being my research 


partner and translator*** 


In the makina of the ee 
" post-indepen ence ct ms 
_ paany Wenuen voriters 

1p aa colonial 
tropes of the Sex worker, 

an ivredeemdole biolo- ae 
ee gical and socialf Ut ond) 2:5 
cu Mer a victim to be 
® caved from druda ery: 
Some pov ike | however, 
took diftevenr app- 
roach: what happens we 
“phen S&* voor kevs tell i 
— theiy won shoves? 
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“In my country, a mala 
canndt go home, [..] Aad will 
they nok say you are spoiled? _ 
You have hack other men, Eu- 7 
ropean men and circumcised > 

“men of other communities, — ~ 
You have got used to other 
ways of Living, Will you go 
to One of your round villag- . 
es and hoe and bring water 

swith your hair all shaggy? 


sit poring over a ews er as” 

though you can read it? Will 
ou make do with millet por- . 

fidge in the good season and ©. 

-.pounded cassava in the dr 

“season? And when your ol 

“man dies, will you“be able to 
tear your clothés off and weep 
ie ea his body, showing that 
‘you have dowe him no wrong? 
And if you cannol, what will 
they oto you? 


Well, f they threaten to send 
“me out of ae I pay them, 
thak’s all. You wont sFarve, 
You've got a good head, you 
know, Maybe Gou could even 
learn to read’ They wont lek 
ou, Live Like a whole woman 
Buk perha s you Learn to live | 
‘Like’ half ‘a Maan, But dont say 
I made you. I gave you food 
and a place to rest, that’s all. . 

You did the rest yourself. (27) © 
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must men 
the woman? 


Dr bo hell with these philosophies/ 
we and man’s Law/thak ignore the 
existence of woman,(20) 
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justina — family from mombasa, nai-' 
robi railway workers, father a polyg- | 
mous train driver in the Last days 
of the steam engines, Justina growing.‘ 
up contented in the city with assort- ; 
ed brothers and sisters, then a series | 
of misfortunes that devastated, deci- is. 
mated, and dispersed the family, dis- | 
ase. job Loss, death, dropping dut of | 


school to take care of her sick mother, +, 
viwho had been the youngest and Later” 
abandoned wife, justina’s Little joys: 
timing the mombasa- nairobi train as yc 
ik chugged along the railroad close to“ 
her shack, running after ik and Listen- 
“ting for the sound of its horn.(199) 


“a prostitute’s child needs the same 
things other babies have.” (197) 


I want to be 
Like my Aun- 
tie Penzi whose 
smile how glints 
because of the 
gold in her 
teeth, and who, 
despite drop- 
ping out of Ribe 
Girls in form 
ckwo, still found 


a way to pa : 

the a for oui 3 
house in flak A, 
and who always 


dressed as she pleased, and who 
Loved whoever she pleased, and 
who grew black dreadlocks on her ~ 
head, and who did not bother tak- 
ing her husband to the village for ™ 
the dowry negotiations, and who, 
when the wedding came, extended . 
"an invite to every family member 
but me and my mother, 
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Bont ‘ave watching movies, es ecial--.. 


a 


Ly Ikalian movies because I Love 
~Tkalian men, I like intellectual 
“movies too and I Love cartoons 
“because they make me Laugh. I 
am a fun 'Bving erson and I 
am avery good ether: I ded- 
Sicate my time to children ak an 
or hanene where I volunteer, 
and I dream y! one day having 
an orphanage for AIDS ctl sieaien 


“oe 


So when people 
: ask me who I 
cam, I tell them ; oR pe 
cathat I am many, “VhenS dae 


Nthings - Ima S 
Diolien a sister, «be power pul... 
“ja daughter, a | | as 
“friend, a wom- fh 
“oan, an activist, — 

“and so much BS 

more. Yes, I am 
RENESAS On the Road to a Sexual Rights 
-buk thak is nok Movement in East Afvica 
who I am, ib is . — 


se what I do, » 


¥ °) : Akina Mama wa Afrika 
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[10 |kenyeao | The news of 1967 as it was reported at the time 


Women in prostitution protest 


MEE | game g? | 
‘headquarters today to protest the 4, ? ‘4 


‘Government’ policy agaiase what 
they termed as "mass arrests of sanocent women 
in the rown 

Led by Halima Mwatima and Mama Asina, 
the women spoke co Ronald Nya, vice-president 
‘of Kanu Mombasa, boat che problem thae they 
belive had boon caused by the Government’ 
bungled bid to eradicate prostitution. They asked 
him to deliver their protest ro the President. 

A Nairobi City Council report released in May 
cited Mombasa as having one of the highest rates 
of prostitution in Kenya. Nairobi has also been 

«suffering similar problems and the council had 
been asked todo a survey of Kenyan cowas. The 

‘women urged the Government not to vietimise 

women as a whole but to come up with measures 

tha will also affect men. They claim char 
innocent women are being hauled off ro prison 

‘when they have done nothing. Malm, 

chairman of the Bajuni women's wing, had herself 

‘been arrested in similar circumstances by an over 

zealous policeman, 

Mama Asina said: "We ae being subjected to 
gross embarrassment by a few women who litter 
the towa' strets for the purpose of prostitution.” 
"Neala had earlier said "Prostitution is against our 
policy of Afican Socialism where young men and 
women should be brought up to respect 
themselves.” Present laws permic any “eorsmon 
prostinute” to be sent to jal for three months if 
found guilty and for a year for subsequent 
offences, The law does not explain the parameters 
of common prostitution. 


“The city councils by-laws in Mombasa 
authorise its askaris wo arrest women under its $ 
“general nuisance” ordinance for loirring, 

soliciting and imporcuning I is eis law that che 

‘Mombasa protestors believe hurts innocent 

victims, because the "common prostitute” is 

singled out and arested without warrant, apart 

from the evidence of the police. They also leave 

the womans partner to go fee. 
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they don’t really care about public interest; they 
are more invested in what is of interest to the 
public [...] if this sounds like this will sell, that is 
what they’re going to write. if you write an article 
in this way, and you submit it to your editor, in 

as much as you want it to sound good, your edi- * 


.tor might refuse, so you have to write it in a way 


they like it so it can be published. 

every time media houses call me, it’s because 
they have an issue or a story [...] this is why i’ve 
come to realise you have to come to terms with 
my conditions before we start the interview, oth- 
erwise nitakaibisha huko mbele. stop asking me 
if i go to church — yes i do go, what else do you 


want to know? i don’t pay the ksh, 310 for god to 


give me sijui nini, no i don’t do that stuff. ask me 
about my kids, yes, i have kids, i’m proud, i’m 

a mother. as much as i’m a sex worker, ask me 
about married life. that’s why you find at some 
point, you find yourself asking the interview- 

er, “are you married? do you have kids? did you 
ever get a favour at ktn, maybe to get a promo- 
tion?” because it’s a live show, they'll now feel 


~ embarrassed and change the questions. for me i 


don’t believe in this singling out nonsense. ‘cause 
there was a time they were asking me, “so now 
because you're a sex worker...” nikamwambia 


“i think every womxn is a sex worker includ- 
ing you.” it was a live show. i was asking her, 
“now coz you work at ktn, don’t you think if 
you do some sex favours you'll get promotions 
and stuff?” she was shocked. —wangati 


Puzzle of unsolved murders = 
of sex workers in Nairobi 


undated on sune2s, 2020 


. recognition of their rights 
amid violence and murder 


As the 2012 murder of Agnes Wanjiru captures global attention, 
Kenyan sex workers renew calls for decriminalisation of their 
work 


PRESS RELEASE ON K24’s FEATURE, 
BWETA LA UHALIFU: NDOA HADAA- 


July 9, 2013 


We, the undersigned, having noted with con- 


‘» .cern, the recent feature story by K24 TV’s Bwe- 


“ta La Uhalifu: Ndoa Hadaa, aired on Monday 
and Tuesday, July 8-9, 2013, at prime time, 
where they showed various sex work hotspots 
in Nairobi’s CBD, and having exposed the fac- 
es of some of the female sex workers and their 
clients, including their lodgings, wish to con- 


demn the blatant exposure of the persons fea- “~~ 


tured in this documentary by K24 and general 


~. ‘content and messaging of the feature. 


We note: 
« The disregard by the journalists and produc- . 
ers by showing, on live television, the faces of 
women who sell sex thereby exposing them 
to risk such as beatings, rejection, shame and 
discrimination. 
« The use of tricks by the show’s producers to 

~ blackmail and entice the sex workers into giv- 
ing their personal stories and using hidden 
cameras, to capture faces and locations, is also 
suspect and in clear violation of journalism 
ethics and practices. 

ae 


e The decision to show public exposure by some 
of the sex workers on live television was demean- 
ing and dangerous to young persons who watch 
the show. 
As the sex worker movement, we thus: 
... » Would like to say that the sex workers exposed 
in the documentary were mothers, parents, sis- 
ters and aunts, grandmothers and therefore if 
their identities are not protected, their lives are 
in danger and at risk in the community and their 
family members. 
Note that the documentary demeaned the . 
women featured by not only exposing their faces -—~ 
and profession, but by asking degrading personal 
_. and sexual questions. 
~« Wish to inform you that due to recent media 
reports, we have experienced several killings and 
attacks from unknown persons against sex work- 
ers, both male and female and transgender. The 
media has a role to play in shaping how society 
treats its minorities and if not reported ina bal- “> 
anced, respectful and ethical way, are liable to 
attacks and other risks. 
We demand that: 
¢ K24 remove further publishing of the docu- 
mentary publicly and on social media and You 
Tube to further stop the damage done. 
a : 


¢ K24 issues an apology and retraction of the doc- 
umentary to stop further public humiliation and 
stirring hate among Kenyans. 
We would like to reiterate that sex workers rights 
must be respected at all times. Further, we call on 
,,the media and the Government to concentrate on 
“more pressing social issues such as poverty, educa- 
tion, rising insecurities, food and others. What two 
consenting adults do in their own privacy harms no 
one. 


Kenya Sex Workers Alliance (KESWA) 
HOYMAS-Kenya 
Bar Hostess and Empowerment Programme 
(BHESP) 
“Identity Kenya, 
African Sex Workers Alliance (ASWA) 
Warembo Sasa 
Bar Owners Group, 
Chaani PTC, 
Arise & Shine, 
Night Nurse, 
Shooting Stars, 
Bentrose Group, 
Changamka Self Help Group, 
HAPA Kenya and all sex workers activists, individu- 
als, organizations § 
Contacts: 0717662915 / keswa04@gmail.com 
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THE PENAL CODE CAP.63 OF 2009 


* Detention of females for ee 
poses (Section 151) 

¢ Male person living on the earnings of 

rostitution or soliciting (Section 153) 

¢« Wom: ing on earnings of prostitu- 
tion or aiding, abetting or compelling 
an individual to engage in sex work 
(Section154) 


Pee. 


. Procedure for entry and search of = 
premises used for prostitution-(Sec- 
i tion 155) 


Indecent practices between males (Sec- 
tion 164) paar 


+ Running a brothel (Section 156). 
* Unnatural offences (Section 162) 4 


| 


SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT NO. 8 OF 2006 — 


¢ Exploitation of prostitution ecton 17) 
¢ Deliberate transmission of HIV orany 
other life threatening sexually trans- 
mitted d disease, (Section ¢ 26) 
TE 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTCAP242 
“Certain provisions have been used to 
compel forced medical examination — 
including the enforcement of forced ~ 
HIV testing of sex workers. Sections 

nach ake it mandatory for any 
person suffering from any venereal 
disease to consult a medical practi- 
tioner and be treated until complete- 
ly cured and criminalizes non-com- 
pliance. Sections 27 & 28 touch on 


=, SB} treatment, care and prevention, 
ne aa 


which is an issue that greatly affe 
people living with HIV. It evessie = 
public health officer the authority ~ 
to isolate persons who have been 
exposed to infection or may iii, ee 
the incubation stage of an . infectious -= 
~ disease. The two sections have been 
used to unconstitutionally incarcer- 
ate TB patients for “failure to adhere” 
to treatment.” — KESWA (2018) Re 
eae Se 
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Should we legalise ae 


prosnivton’ NATION 


jetwork Culture Family Relationships Art& Books Travel 


Prostitution: Should we 

2 is legalise it? 
Ihave learned a lot of difficult lessons through 
my work with our organization. Although we are 
a women’s empowerment Bae as we have 
faced a lot of stigma from the women’s move- 
ment. They invite us to meetings but they don’t 
want our is ss to feature prominently. Even 

_ when our issues are discussed in these BREE, 

ee they are almost never included in the meeting re- 
ports. Many of these organizations do t really 
take us seriously, so you wonder why they bother a) 
inviting us. We are never asked to speak i in ple- 
nary or make presentations. They igaiaciansy just 4 
invite us so that they can report to their donors 
that they ‘included’ the sex worker constituency. 
Many of the women in the women’s movement 
are married, are Christian and bring conserva- 
tive views to the women’s movement.Human _ 
rights should not be about morality though. At = 
our organization, we stand for human rights for 
everyone, “Rights here, right now!” — Susan 


“A city plan is to construct a narrative view of history as a march in one direction; 
towards an inevitable progressed end point.” 
—Jepkorir Rose, Untitled 


“But we had already seen how landlords and self-employed women kept Nairobi 
orderly for years.” \ 
Luise White, The Comforts of Home: Prostitution in Colonial Nairobi 


-philharmonic 


1899; Nairobi, 
a pause along 2 growing railroad on the way to 
Somewhere Else 


1899: Nairobi, 

panga’/ maenge/kt/weka vitu kwa utaratibu mzuri/ 

Pangani/one of the first African settlements/ 
arrange’/s'rein(d)3/verb/adapt (2 musical composition) for 
performance with instruments or voices other than those originally 
specified 

Pangani/the order of sanctuary and heartbreak 

The city un-plan 


a 
ical 


wanakuboek 


<_ Pa. 
NB: While national legislative > documents outline 
instruments of criminalization directly related to 
sex work and errant or queer sexualities, county 
lea -laws receive significantly lesser media coverage 
and: policy attention because they are 2 not explicit- 
ly connected. In Nairobi county, for canindla, sex 
workers are often harrassed or criminalised by po- 
lice and county askaris and consequently charged 
under general nuisance offences, including public 
ep eae ees A 


“AREN'T WE ALSO WOMEN?” 
KENYA SEX WORKERS’ SHADOW REPORT SUBMISSION TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 68th SESSION 


GENEVA 2017 


Konya Sex Workar Alllance (KESWA) 
Bar Hostess Empowerment and Support Program (BHESP) 

PhelisterAbdallah 

Lacy Maina 

Josephine Mtende 


PeninahMwangi 


“We recommend Kenya decriminalize sex work > 
and all related activities as necessary measure ~ 
to guarantee sex workers’ right to wi ek in our 
chosen occupation, to safe labor practices, and Bees 
safer working environment with LEENE or no vio- 
ience™” (13) o es ‘, 


ard 


“The laws in Kenya makes every as- 
pect sex work a crime and a punish- 
able offence, criminalization of sex 
work reduces freedom of sex workers 
to even negotiate for condom use with 
i ” —Peninah a 


“hizi meno nilitolewa na polisi.kwasababuya 

nini? sitoangi dora ya stool. siwezi toa dora na 

nauza kuma kwa mlango yangu, kwa nyumba, — 

yangu, natoa dora ya nini na sikuangi na, bar? 

ukweli. dora yagu nirent yangu. hapanikwan- 

gu. hizi meno nilitolewa na polisi, sina bwana fe 

waneiume nilimwibia. ben teke. sirudi kuli- 

i uuliza, “mwili wangu ndiyo 
nauza, nylimbs ni yangu nailipia, we nakulipa? 
[...] security gani? saa hile usiku me nikidinya 
kirai, na mtu anatoka , anaenda, ye huwa?” hiyo 
ndio kitu nilimuuliza. saa a hile usiku, mtu ana- —< 
go aingia, ananidinya na anatoka, Bye! 
a ae zetu ni za chochoro. nikimfuate 

_ aniumize? nafunga tu mlango naacha aende. 

wewe huanga wapi? juu kwamba si mara moja 

hii mwezi nimedinywa sare; nimedinywa karibu- 

mara nne. hapo ndio alinigonga hivi.hatukuan- 

ga na ma-lawyers, nilijaribu kufuata kesi human 

right - wamefagilia mpaka wa leo. miakangapi? 

nne, me ni mapengo. Aeei}ae namjua, ata, yeye 

hunipitanga mimi hivi kama mboga. . ni mtoto 

wangu alikuwa kwa bar anakunywa, neva, ame- 

kaa hapa. halafu pia, angalia security yangu. 

mimi naishi shauri moyo, yeye ni polisi wa shau- ee 


ri moyo, hataniua?” — katherine 
—e - 
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“I would like to see an East Afri- 
can sex worker movement. There — 
is all this talk of sex worker 
rights and decriminalization, but 
one country cannot do it alone. 
Wi x workers in Uganda 
‘talk about how the government 
is tough on them, we the Kenyan 
sex workers feel fortunate that 
we havea bit more freedom, but 
we don’t. want sex workersinone 
_ country to be more oppressed 
~ than in any other country. We 
need to speak as one voiceinthe — 
three countries and fight for the 
same rights. If we are re just sex 
worker groups in different coun- : 
_ tries shouting, no one will | take us 
seriously. But if we are a move- 
ment, we will truly be a force to 
reckon with.”—Daughtie Be 
~e_, : 
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